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Studies on Forestry in Kuma Area (I)

—— Formation Process of Forest Mamagement ——

Eiji Izumi

Summary : Mr. Eihan Ibe carried forward his enterprise at Kuma area iﬂ the Mei ji
era(1868—1912) . His enterprise consisted of the forest management, the farmland
management, the money—lending business, the investment in stocks and so on. In this
report, the author focuses on the formation of the forest management, which was his
main business.

A mere sketchy outline of it is as follows:

i) 1873—1887

His business was based chiefly on the farmland management and the money— lending
business in this period. Meanwhile he started to plant about 20,000 trees a year on the
rented lands, belonging to his village. His method of the forest management in this early
period was influenced by that of Forestry in Yoshino.

i) 1888—1907

His forest management made rapid progress in this period when other parts of his
enterprise had already been established. He was engaged in the accumulation of forest
lands; not only in his own village but also in his neighboring villages. In the 1890's,
he planted more than 100,000 trees a year, by the principle of right trees on right sites.
He carried out the volume survey of his lands in order te get the existing condition and
established new section both for cutting and logging. He also made great efforts to obtain
the loan of money at low interest.

il 1908—1914

His forest management had favorably developed and firmly been established- He made
a big purchase of cut—over lands and the grasslands in the inner part of Kuma area and
planted more than 200,000 trees a year. On the other hand, he gained substantial income
by the harvesting of trees planted in the early period.

From these facts, the author concludes that his forest management was far more

positive and enterprising than that by average landowners or farmers in the Meiji era.
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